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or 8 leaf-stalk broken it exuded a copious stream of a blood-like fluid, he imme- 
diately considered it as sacred and a great medicine. And no doubt some r 
squaw, suffering from this dreadful disease, was the first who applied it, after hav- 
ing tried all the simple herbarium of the uneducated savage without success, and 
then, in despair, applied the bruised bloody pulp of the white-flowering puccoon. 
. This extraordinary plant, although unknown to civilized man as a remedy for can- 
cer, has been long well known as a powerful emmenagogue and alterative, and, as 
such, has been admitted into the Pharmacopeia of the United States; and it is a 
question well worth consideration to ascertain how far its connexion and power 
over the uterine functions has to do with its influences in destroying the peculiar 
cancerous diathesis existing in most cases. 

“ According to Wood and Bache, ‘sanguinaria, when applied to a fungous sur- 
face in the form of powder, acts as an escharotic. It has been given in typhoid 
paguaonia, catarrh, pertussis, croup, phthisis pulmonalis, rheumatism, jaundice, 

ydrothorax, and some other affections, either as an emetic, nauseant, or alterative, 
and its virtues are highly praised by many judicious practitioners.’ 

“The firat experiments made with the puccoon were upon ulcerative surfaces, 
and although requiring months of continued application, yet the removal of the 
tumour was effected, and the patient cured. It was then combined with various 
substances with a view to hasten its action; but none appeared to do so well as 
the chloride of zine, for with this compound large ulcerated tumours were removed 
in a few weeks with comparatively little, and in many cases no pain; at the same 
time obtaining by absorption and by the internal use, all the good effects of 
the puccoon. 

“The next object was to adapt the treatment to non-ulcerated tumours; and, 
as a preliminary step, the cutis was destroyed by nitric acid, und the paste applied ; 
but it was found that the eschar produced by each application was so thin, that it 
would require a long time to remove a large tumour. 

“ Incisions about half an inch apart were then made through the eschar, avoid- 
ing the living tissues, and the paste spread upon strips of cotton inserted into them 
daily ; this plan succeeded admirably, and is believed to be entirely original. 

“Tt was also found that although the action of the puccoon was mnch hastened 
by the addition of the zine, yet it was slow enough to allow its complete absorp- 
tion, thereby enabling it to exert its peculiar constitutional effects, and at the same 
time removing the diseased mass in a few weeks. . 

“The compound generally used is prepared according to the following form- 


BR. Sanguinariw canadensis, 3 ss. vel 3i.; chlor. zinci, 3ss. vel § ij.; 
aque Zii.; pulv. som. tritic. hibern., q.s.s. Mix, and form a paste 
the consistence of treacle. 

~ “Sometimes the sanguinaria is used in the form of decoction, by boiling it down 
in water from {four to two ounces: in this case no water is used in mixing the 


“The proportions of the sanguinaria and zinc are varied in different cases 
according to the effect produced. 

“This is spread upon strips of cloth, cotton, or wool, and inserted daily into 
the incisions; generally in tho-course of two to four wecks the disease is destroy- 
ed, and the mass falls out in the course of ten or fourteen days afterwards, leaving 
a flat healthy sore, which generally heals with great rapidity. This treatment 
refers chiefly to those cases that are well marked, or that have made some pro- 
gress in their destructive career; but we often mect with other cases of an inci- 
pient nature, where the disease, although fully developed, is still in a quiescent or 
dormant state. In such cases, I often accomplish a cure by means of absorption, 
giving no pain to the patient, and not injuring or removing any important part, 
as the breast, which must occur if the first mode of treatment is resorted to. Not 
only is this of use in incipient cancer, but I have scen it of much use when applied 
to the lymphatic glands, which had become secondarily affected. In such cases, 
T remove the part primarily affected, en masse, by means of the sanguinaria paste, 
applying at the same time the following ointment, spread upon cotton, over the 
ent gland or secondary tumour. This ointment is composed as follows (and 

the brown ointment) :— 
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B. Salph. zinci Zvi. ; sanguinarie, § ij.; myricm ceriferw, 3j.; extr. 
opii (aquos.), extr. conii, aa 3vi.; ungt. cetacei, 3 vi. Misce et fiat 
ungt. 

“In conjunction with this preparation, I use an ointment of the iodide of lead, 
generally applying each twelve hours alternately. The following is the formula 
used :— 


B. Iod. plumbi, Dj.; glycerine, 3j.; ungt. cctacei, 3ij. Fiat ungt. . 

“With a stead) y mereuresiie pes of thess two Or ants I have often dispersed 
incipient tumours, which I havo no doubt were cancerous. 

“ These are the external means of treatment I employ, which, although in them- 
selves eminently successful, yet I am not content with them alone, but also pay 
particular attention to the gencral health, ordering a nourishing and sustaining 
diet, besides giving internally the puccoon in small and repeated doses. A remedy 
that exerts so much influence when applicd externally, must be exhibited with 
caution, I therefore seldom exceed half-grain doses, three times daily. This is 
given in the powder or decoction; in the former cases I give it either alone or 
combined with the sixteenth or twentieth of a grain of the iodide of arsenic, and 
one grain of the extract of cicuta made into pills; or, if given in decoction, I.gene- 
rally combine it with the fluid extract of taraxecum. 

“The ointment of the sulphate of zinc I have been in the habit of applying with 
marked success, in cancer of the womb. Unlike the Vienna paste, it can be 
applied not only with safety, but with impunity, as it does no injury to the adjoin- 
ing tender parts. 

“T have also used these preparations with marked benefit in cases of Inpus, both 
exedens and non-exedens ; indeed, I have never known a case in which the judi- 
cious use of these renredies has failed. 

“Indolent ulcers have long been an opprobrium to the profession from their in- 
tractable nature; in such cases theso applications are most efficacious, as I have 
known phagedenic and indolent ulcers of long standing to be speedily and perma- 
nently cured in the course of two or three weeks. In such cases I have often 
accomplished a cure by using the sanguinaria alone, but even then I find much 
benefit in using the combinations as described in the above formule. 

“ Having given in detail the mode of preparing and applying the remedies, it 
only remains to state the results of the treatment as compared with the removal 
by the knife; and in doing so I shall employ the tables generally adopted by wri- 
ters upon the snbject—viz. that from eight to eight and a fraction out of every ten 
cases operated upon returned within two years; whereas it is found, that out of 
every ten cases treated by the puccoon, only about three return in the same time. 

“The first patient suffering from cancer and treated with the puccoon of whom 
T have any knowledge is still living, in the enjoyment of good health, although 
the disease was removed fifteen years since. 

“ Another advantage of this plan of treatment is, that a great number of cases 
that no surgeon, however fond of the knife, would venture to operate upon, can be 
treated with a fair prospect of success.” 

Such is the sum and the substance of alJ that Dr. Fell has to say, and which 
amounts to this: that chloride of zine, to act as an efficient escharotic, requires to 
be more diligently and decidedly applied than surgeons have generally been dis- 
posed to use it. No one for an instant will suppose that the sanguinaria has any- 
thing to do with the operation of the really active agent. The story of the disco- 
very of this wonderful remedy reminds us of our old friend the picture of the 
North American squaw with the long tresses, displaying the efficacy of the “ Balm 
of Columbia,” which also comes to us, oddly enough, from the “shores of Lako 
Superior.” Turning, then, for a moment to the action of the chloride of zine 
applied as Dr. Fell recommends—a practice not by any means so original as ho 
wishes to be believed,—we find it capable of removing tumours in certain casesin 
which the knife is not available. jis operation it performs slowly and most 
painfully, a3 we have ourselves witnessed in more than one instance ;_so painfully, 
indeed, that we should never, for a moment, recommend the use of this caustic in 
any case in which the knife could be used. 

There is not a particle of evidence in Dr. Fell’s book to show that his remedies 

control in the slightest degree the constitutional operation of the cancerous diathe- 
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sis, All his “selected cases” date from July, 1855,—a period far too brief to 
prove that tho disease may not return. Thus, a lady came under treatment in 
July, 1855; in September the fungus came away ; in Octobor the disease “again 
Te-appeared.” In February, 1856, the ulcer had healed, but we learn that on 

“ April 16th, Dr. Pettigrew and I called on Miss W—— to-day, and found her 
very ill from the rheumatism. I have some grave fears as to her recovery, as 
there appears to be some pulmonary difficulty connected with the case. The 
breast is quite well, and the cicatrix scarcely observable. 

“ April 29th. Miss W—— died this morning at 7 o’cluck.” 

There is very little doubt that “ the pulmonary difficulty ” hore mentioned was 
cancer of the lungs or plenra.—Lancet, June 18, 1857, p. 606, 





14.—The Value of Sulphate of Copper in Glossal Cancer—We have watched 
very particularly the treatinent at the Cancer Hospital of cancerous ulceration of 
the tongue, distinguished by ita deop excavated character, with sometimes fissures 
ranning from its sides and irregular puckerings, and very generally preceded by 
nodular enlargement, with difficulty in the use of the organ. Who amongst us 
‘has not felt the sensitiveness of a little pimple on the tongue, arising from a hearty 
supper the night before, or from some slight indigestion? These small pimples 
often feel very sore and tender. If they are contrasted with the pain and embar- 
rassment in the use of the tongue affected with malignant ulceration, an idea will 
be gained of the really terrible nature of the latter. Patients with glossal cancer 
seem to resign themselves with great fortitude to their sufferings, and it is a grati- 
fication indeed to the humane surgevn to find his measures aflord relief. Now, of 
the various substances enployed by tho surgeons at the Cancer Hospital as a local 
agent, none appear to have so much control over the ulcers as powdered sulphate 
of copper. This substance is very ctlicacious in cancer of the tongue and cheeks, 
It-is applied by means of a camel-hair pencil, generally twice a day, and allowed 
to remain four or five minutes; the mouth is then freely washed out with tepid 
water. It produces some pain, but this is willingly borne when the relief is found. 
to be so great; and an excellent wash of borax, lialf an ounce to a pint of water, 
used frequently during the day, keeps the ulcer and the tongue clean and fresh 
looking. Under the use of the copper, we have seen the ulcers slowly heal up 
and cicatrize, and a return to comparative comfort, as contrasted with the patient’s 
previous condition. 

On the 25th of August, a man from Farnwood, Matthew T—,, aged sixty-two, 
presented himself for the first time with a deeply excavated, cancerous ulcer of 
the right side of his tongue, extending towards its base. It had been existing for 
two years, and fears now were entertained that the discase would extend to the 
roots, and destroy the organ and the pationt’s life. The treatment udopted was 
that we have described, with the addition of a soda powder twice a day for a 
week or ten days. We have no doubt that this plan will prove of service here, 
as it has already done in so many others. 

Powdered sulphate of copper is an agent of great value, which cannot bo under- 
rated in these painfully distressing cases. We may remark, as a rule at this hos- 
pital, anodynes are avoided as much as possible, and pain is sure to become less 
under the sustaining treatment 80 commonly the practice hero.—Lancet, Sept. 12, 
1857, p. 278. 


15.—ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF CALCAREOUS SALTS IN THE TREAT- 
MENT OF RICKETS AND OTHER MORBID CONDITIONS. 
By Dr. W. Bep. 

[Dr. Pidduck has recently recommended tho employment of calcareous compounds 
in the treatinent of certain states of defective nutrition. Dr. Budd considers that 
the most striking illustration of its good effects is in the treatment of rickets.] 

Bat short of rickets, which may be regarded as an extreme case, there are 
many states of very common occurrence in which their remedial power is no less 
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manifest. Among the out-patients of the Bristol Royal Infirmary are numbers 
of children with large heads, tumid bellies, and pasty complexion ; whose spines 
are too weak to support their bodies; who are slow in intellect and backward in 
teeth and speech, and who have reached the age of sixteen, eighteen months, and 
perbaps more, without ever having shown any desire to take to their feet. These 
characteristics, varying, of course, more or less in degree, make up a pathological 
portrait which most physicians to large hospitals situated in at towns will 
recognise as the type of a numerous group. In all such cases I have for many 
years past been in the habit of giving a simple combination, consisting of from 
five to ten grains of Phosphate of lime, three times a day, in chalk mixture. 
Where there is a palpable degree of animia, some simple chalybeate is added to 
the treatment. Theoretically, bone earth would seem to be the more appropriate 
agent; but when I began this practice, having no bone earth at hand, I adopted 
as a temporary expedient the mixture I have named, and found it answer so well, 
that what was first tried as a make-shift has since been purposely adhered to. 
Nothing can be more satisfactory than this plan of treatment. At the end of a 
week the improvement in the patient is already very apparent; at the end of a 
fortnight it is, generally, conspicuous. The result is not only a rapid consolida- 
tion of the bones, but, what perhaps is still more interesting, an equally rapid 
development of the mental and other powers. It is no doubt owing to the nature 
of the case that this result is as uniform as it is complete. In these two charac- 
teristics this method reminds me more of the virtue of lemon-juice in scurvy than 
almost anything else I have seen in physic. The two things have probably this 
much in common, that, in supplying the one thing needful, they act on the same 
principle. Remedies which uct thus have this paramount claim on the physician, 
that they admit of no substitute. In scurvy, unless the food or the medicine 
contain the antiscorbutic, all nature may be rausacked in vain for a remedy. In 
many of these states of defective nutrition in children, there is reason to believe 
that the same is true of the calcareous salt. 

I have long thought it deserving of the most anxious inquiry, whether the 
growing deterioration and tendency to early decay which dentists have remarked 
in the teeth of the rising generation, may not be duv to the insufficient supply of 
the inorganic constituents of these important organs in the food by which children 
are nourished during the period of dental development. In towns especially, the 
whole mode of living, not only of man but of the animals which minister to man, 
is so artificial, and so few articles of diet are supplied under the primary condi- 
tions of nature, that such a contingency is quite possible. In default of better, 
Dr. Pidduck’s biscuits, which contain lime derived from teeth, would furnish a 
simple means of meeting it. Rather more than a year ago, I suggested to an 
eminent druggist here the manufacture of biscuits of precisely similar composi- 
tion, with a view at once to the teeth-bones of these young subjects. 

I may add, that if my experience do not deccive me, the same mixture is a very 
sure remedy in that anxious and sometimes fatal disorder, laryngtsmus stridulus. 
At least, in some ten or twelve cases in which I have now tried it, the speedy 
subs:dence of the malady has followed the employment of the medicine. In some 
instances the cessation of the morbid phenomena has been so rapid, that I have 
been led to suppose the virtue of this calcareous mixture in this last disease must. 
be due simply to its antacid es perties. But this is a question into which I have 
not eared inquire.—British od. Journal, June 18, 1857, p. 514. 





DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. 


16.—ON TETANUS. 
By Dr. 8, H. Honan, A.B, Medical Officor, Cork Dispensary. 
[How can we best remove the source of irritation? This is the first question 
which the medical practitioner is called on to solve on being called to treat cases 


of tetanus.] 
Should it be caused by a bad injury, sach as would of itself materially endanger 
» limb, independently of the complication with tetanus, let amputation be at 
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effect of the anzsthetio; and then, as soon as consciousness begins to return, the 
muscular contractions reappear in equal proportions. There is another objection 
which I conceive exists against the use of chloroform in cases of tetanus, namely, 
that of causing congestion of, and even effusion into, the bronchial tubes, upon 
which points I have made sume remarks in describing a case of tetanus, in an- 
other part of this journal. Nicotine, on the other hand, seems to be capable of 
roducing the desired effect without interfering with the mental faculties; in fact, 
it brings the system into a state almost the direct reverse of tetanus. It appears 
from recent experiments that it is likely to prove useful as an antidote againet 
strychnia. Professor Haughton has lately read before the Irish Academy an 
account of some experiments performed by him, on this question, with the fol- 
lowing results:—Frogs placed in a solution of nicotine, were quickly paralysed, 
and died in a state of complete relaxation; others placed in a solution of strychnia 
died of convulsions; but when others were placed in a combined solution of the 
two agents, though this was amply strong to cause death by either, it only caused 
slight convulsions, and that after a long immersion, and the frogs, on being re- 
moved from the bath, soon recovered; and had it contained a little more nicotine, 
there is little doubt but that the effect of the strychnia would have been com- 
pletely neutralized. Now, as the symptoms of tetanus and those of poisoning with 
strychnia are almost identical, it may fairly be expected that nicotine would be 
equally useful in the one as in the other. Still there is one strong objection to the 
use of this medicine in such cases, namely, its extremely depressing effects on the 
circulation. 

Now, tetanus itself so debilitates the system that quina, wine, and broth, are of 
late among the most favourite remedies; and when we attempt to cure such a 
disease with, perhaps, the most debilitating agent in the Materia Medica, the risk 
must be obvious. _It therefore remains to inquire, are the same objections appli- 
cable to the use of the wourali poison, or is it capable of paralyzing tho voluntary 
muscles, without interfering with the action of the heart? On this point 1 would 
refer to an experiment by Dr. Pavy, of Guy’s Hospital, the principal features of 
which were as follows:—A pup, four or five months old, had a small quantity of 
tho poison introduced under the skin of the back; the animal soon became weak, 
and shortly was quite unable to stir; the limbs and the body became perfectly 
flaccid, and at last all appearance of life ceased. Meanwhile, a tube had been in- 
troduced into the trachea, and as soon as the animal was unable to breathe natu- 
rally, artificial respiration was established, and the heart's action, which had 
previously become very feeble, was quickly restored, and it continued to act firmly 
and regularly so long as artificial respiration was continued, showing that wou- 
rali kills by paralyzing the volantary muscles, and, among others, those of respira- 
tion; death therefore resulting from asphyxia, whilo the heart’s action is not at 
all affected, except as the result of impeded respiration. By another experiment 
he found that, under the influence of strychnia, also death by asphyxia was the 
result; but in this case the thorax was fully inflated and rigidly fixed, while with 
the wourali it was collapsed and flaccid. This rigid condition of the chest was 
found to render artificial respiration very difficult ; but on raising the sternum and 
allowing the pressure of the air to act on the lungs and assist in expiration, it was 
easily established, and, as in the former experiment, the heart, which had almost 
ceased to act, quickly recovered in the same manncr. The opposite and counter- 
acting effvots of strychnia and wourali have been more fully illustrated by Dr. G. 
Harley, vi “Ist. A frog was poisoned with 1-600th of a grain of wourali. 
Three minutes after he had become perfectly insensible, 1-120th of o grain of 
strychnia was injected; in five minutes he became tetanic. 2d. A frog was 
poisoned with 1-120th of a grain of strychnia; three minutes after, tetanus was 
strongly marked. He was punctured with 1-500th of a ¢rain of wourali; in 
seven minutes tetanus disappeared. 8d. 1-500th of a grain of wourali and 1-40th 
of a grain of strychnia were injected into the abdomen of a frog: in five minutes 
it became very tetanic, in twenty minutes more it was perfectly flaccid, and 
next day was perfectly well.” (Braithwaite’s Retrospect, vol. xxsiv.) Thee 
experiments again would encourage us, from the analogy already alluded to, to 
hope that wourali might have a like influence on tetanic spastns. 

‘hero is another question, however, which arises in considering the value of 
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800 MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECTS. 


148.—Enema of Boraz.—. jing from the good effects of the local use of 
borax in aphthe of the mouth, M. Bouchut pro, its employment, in the form 
of enema, in those cases of intestinal catarrh in children in which the mucous 
membrane becomes ulcerated around the anus. The formula he suggests con- 
sists of a drachm of borax to five ounces of a light decoction of pearl barley; this 
quantity of borax to be progressively increased to a drachm and a half, or a little 
more.—Dublin Hospital Gazette, Aug. 15, 1857, p. 258. . 
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318 SYNOPSIS. 


PrgopHosPHaTe or Iron.—There is no tonic which acts so promptly and 
favourably as the pyrophosphate of iron and soda, prepared in a liquid form: it is 
easy to administer, ra] aly abecrbed, and does not produce fatigue to the digestive 
ons: Qo. Follet pr Baie, p. 254.) 

YOHNINE.—Detection of.—Messrs. Rodgers and Girdwood, from a carefally 
conducted series of experiments, have come to the following conclusions :—that 
strychnine can be detected even when it has not been given in excess; that it is 
not decomposed in the body; that it is found unchanged ir the urine ; and can be 
detected in the blood, organs, and tissues of the body, quite inde dently of the 
contents of the stomach. It is more easily detected than any other poison, from 
the delicacy of its reactions, and from its extraordinary ttable qualities. The 
mode of conducting the analysis will be found at p. 283. 

In 8 case of strychnia poisoning which occurred lately at Newport, it ab in 
sonvestably. proved that the strychnia may, or may not, be found in the 

tomach, according to the dose, é&c., (in this case three grains) ; but not a» particle 
of the poison in an absdlute state may be found in other parts of the body, though 
the patient live five or six hours after its ingestion. (Prof. Taylor, p. 381) 
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2—TYPHOID FEVER TREATED WITH ALCOHOLIC STIMULANTS. 
‘Under the caro of Dr, Tonp, King's College Hospital, 
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ater more : = sn tert hat Yo belloye that in London this 
typhoid ic is nearly universal 5 treatinent ‘aims, in most 
whinge ae indications, though perhaps ous stimulants are 
Sally low Ubsrd tip aed.) Woe shall probably recur to this Raterestings aid din- 


portant subject, 

Cave 1. M, 4, was ailmitted on November Mth, She was first 
taken ill on November 1 11h |, With irritability, hot aud dry skin, constipation, and 
abdominal t On’ she was quite pnd the was hot 
and dry; afew roso-spots were seen on the abdomen; the dewels were 
eee ee very offensive, Thero wastonch tenderness on pressure over the 
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‘That damp earth is necessary to the production of periodic 


Soy under the circumstances just e e order 

ypothetioally. Abstraction of positive electricity in undue n; disordered 
function of. thetic nervous eystem; changes in constitution of the 
blood, viz, first, hyperinosis; finally, leukasmia; changes in the condition of the 


Tt may be objected to this positon that the lower animals grazing on damp 
and shonld lence the eae) UF niseiveb el. ay 
L attribute the immunity of the lower animals to the natoral clothing of bair 
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have next to inquire into the natore of typhoid and typhus fevers, 1 will 


premise few remarks on pyrexia in its most extended ication. Pyrexia 
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7—ON THE NATURE AND TREATMENT OF CANCER. 
By G. Sovrnam, Keq,, Surgeon to the Msnehwster Royal Knflermary. 


‘The conditions essential to the luction of cancer, are partly constitutional 
and partly local; the leading to the development of the eaneerous 
clamnent in the blood, by interference with the functions whicls preserve thie lid 
in its healthy state ; local separating the morbid material thus produced, and 

can it, which replaces, or becomes in 
with, the | Diss ertedis the part. ‘Neither of theso conditions alone ean deve 


Art Vogel (Path, Anat. p. a 
describe as consisting of a firm, compact, amorphous ne similar to coagu' 
fibrine, sometimes containing les of modified protein or fat—cha- 


the metas and its nuclei, Fhe Na pe il ae 
are also more varied in form, insome cases being round or 
or elongated. ‘The cell-wal! is extremely thin and pale, and, when submitted 
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t same , and, 
a a came under his own observa- 


have subsequently assumed a malignant character, or that pathological data are 
too imperfect to enable us to distinguish between the 

the other hand, the two varicties of tumours are sometimes found in the same 
péreon quite anconnected with each other. Thus, females with fibroid tursours 
of the uterus are occasionally found to be affected with cancer of the os and cervix. 
Chronic mammary tumour tay occur with cancer of the same part, each disease 
HUE Se aE IE ety Meat has recorded three well 
marked vo 


Warty of the skin I tly known to 

remained quiescent in suffering from cancer in their immediate viei- 

nity. Still it must be that innocent tumours may eometimes become 

PL die a perth arte ee being 

incorporated with it as other tissues They, however, seem 
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‘tho healthy structares; the cancerous 
it inno way haye contributed to their original formation, must be 
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8—ON THE ESCHAROTIO TREATMENT OF CANCER. 
By James Syme, Taq. Prof. of Clinteal Surgery in the University of Edinburgh. 
Tt has long been See ee ae that malignant tumours 


or sores should either be allowed to remain free ice or completely 
removed, since them by irritating applications is the most certain 
means of exciting the lymphatic glands or other textures, But the yro- 


in| 
the Middlesex surgeons was the inost extreme degree of devin- 
ite Yale eines it Kept th local Ween; together with the patient's aye- 
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Won. 7, 1887, p. 476. 


- DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. 
12.—ON THE PHENONEMA INAL IRRITATION, AND OTHER 
‘FUNCTIONAL DISEASES oF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. 


By De.Tuomas Isat, Lecturer on the Prestioe of Modtctno at the Lérerpoo! Reyal Intirmury Satoot 
‘The prevailing idea in Dr. Inman's mind on the sul of the painful affeo- 
one aaa 


a speedy cure. Passing from the painful affections of muscles 
to those of the spine in eicniar, Dr. Inman considers that most of 


Peden ei alee ea measures, and rendered worse : 
jot tay ch a espace rest to the over-strained muscles, with 


the cases of spinal irritation are call eases ating in the muscles, 


and that ought to be treated sustaining the health, givi 
See pute amon nnd past easier e 
contrived artificial su ‘Dr. Inman, like Dr. Walshe, not condemn tho 


in aiding tho action of the moscles jn proserv “egulibrw of tho 
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13.—ON HEMIPLEGIA DEPENDENT ON ATROPHIO CEREBRAL 
SOFTENING, 


By Dr, 2, B, Tope, Physician to King's College Hospital. 
the oase which is the text of this rt erin a 
ie poeea rs om se ie reeves hemiplegic paralysis on the other 
ona ts wi! saaected be ean |. The present attack came on sudden« 
, and was 
On the admission of this patient there was complete ; a3 regards volun- 
tary motion, of the muscles of the right side of the body; ‘itis rare to meet 
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be il eet very f, then, the malady be due to a disensed state of 
system, and especially to a futey condition cerebral 

the walls of which have scarcely strength enough left to retain the within 

thom, it is quite clear that the lesion is essentially of an. atrophic and in 

no way due to any orerflow of blood to the brain. And it is in cases of this kind 

uhattrue most frequently oceurs—that is to say, in which blood in greater 


or less quantity becomes into the brain—and the blood thus poured ont 
often: the 5 
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on account of partial loss of the power of motion both in his upper 
its alte chs neh Mal al Cita Rog | 
originate in disease of the cervical vertebroo. suffered besides from irritation 
in the bladder with occasional inability to expel the which was mixed with 

gradually 
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was discovered in the brain or spinal cord. “The vertebra and their 
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By Dr. Twos, Avpinow, Senior Physician to Guy's Hospital. 
| {The case which Dr. Addison takes as the text of his clinical lecture is that of 5 
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introdace these into a small flask, or large test-tube, and wash ont the measure with 
about a drachm-and-a-half of water. Heat to the boiling point, by means of 8 

spirit-lamp, and keep the liquid at that temperature for five minutes. If the con- 
tents of the flask be found to have a colour much above that of the standard, water 
may be addded; and when somewhat cool, the whole transferred to the graduated 
tube, and dilation carefully made until the tint exactly accords with that of the 
standard. Care should be taken, on each addition of water, to ensure a thorough 
admixture of the fluid in the tube. All the required data for determining the 
amount of sugar are now obtained. Suppose a sainple of urine when treated with 
liquor potasem to give an orange-red colour, and that it has afterwards been 
increased to four times its original balk by the addition of three parts of water; again, 
suppose that the half-drachm employed in the quantitative analysis requires to be 
further diluted, so as to occupy 63 drachms before the exact tint of the standard 
is obtained ; such urine would contain 26 grains of sugar per fluid ounce; for the 
first dilution increases the bulk fourfold, the second 18: therefore four times 
thirteen, or 52 half-grains, or 26 grains of sugar are present. If a portion of the 
24 hours’ urine is made use of, and the total quantity measured, the daily elimina- 
tion of sugar can be readily determined. The method of ascertaini whether the 
tint of the liquid corresponds exactly with that of the standard, is to to bold the tubes 
side ly side, directing them to moderately bright light, such as that of a white 
clond ; sometimes a thin piece of writing’paper placed behind the tubes enables the 
identity of tint to be better observed. Lamp or gas light is not well adapted for 
the experiment. Should the urine contain but very little sugar, some slight 
alteration in the process may be made. One or two drachms may be heated with 
but a small quantity of the solution of carbonate of potash, and without the 
employment of more water than is sufficient to wash out the measure; when the 
amount of sngar is less than half a grain to the ounce, the glucometer can only 
give approximate results. The apparatus had been constructed for Dr. Garrod by 
Messrs. Coxeter.—IMedical Times and Gazette, Dec. 12, 1857, p. 621. 
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tibia, and consequently wonld become useless asa point of support. But after 
reflecting upon the facts, that the periosteum of the tuberosity of the og calcis is 
very closely nnited both with the skin and with the fibrous sheath of the tendo- 
Achillig, and is very plentifully eupplied with vessels by the rete ealeanei, he 
resolved to try the operation on the living, especially as cases occurred which 
taught him that in wounds of the head by sabre strokes, flaps containing con- 
siderable segments of the cranimn re-united with the bone below, both by first 
and second intention. Up to April, 1853, he had performed the operation in 
three cases, ages being 12, 18, aud 19. All these recovered well, and two of 
them walked well without stick or crutch, and without limping or tottering. 
These cases proved undeniably that the tuberosity of the os catcls left on the flay 
dues unite with the tibia, and adds so much to the length of the stump that it 
nearly reaches the level of the sole on the sound side; secondly, that the tendo- 
Achillis is not stretched by the altered portion of the tuberosity; and, thirdly, 
that the progress und healing of the wound need no spccial attention not required 
after the other amputations at the ankle. Collections of pus in the sheaths of 
the divided tendons are observed after any of these amputations. Pirogoff pro- 
poses that graduated compresses should be used, and fixed with the immovable 

aster of Paris bandage in the course of the tendons on either side of the leg. 
Ie believes also that the tendons should not be cut off too short, in other 
words, ‘not too near the spot where their synovial sheaths are cut through; 
their ends should rather project a little. If they are cut too short they conceal 
themselves in the fibrous canal, or, what is worse, when the limb is moved they 
slip upwards ont of their sheaths.” He adds :—*I fear nothing 80 much as this, 
namely, when the belly of the muscle contracts, and draws up the tendon 
divided, or half destroyed by suppuration, out of ‘the sheath, I'am convinced 
that the fixing of the tendons before and during the operation by methodical 
pressure, and the continuous maintenance of the limb in one and the same posi- 
tion by the plaster handage, may contribute a great deal towards the successful 
result of these operations.” 

I will also read you his concluding observations, as they. have a very important 
bearing upon the selection of cases for the operation. They are as follows :— 

“It was also worthy of remark that in one of these cases, notwithstandin, 
the snppuration and the considerable gravitation of pus into the flap (in the thi 
case); notwithstanding the softness and fatty degeneration of the os calcia, which 
conld be cut with the knife (in the second case); and, lastly, notwithstanding the 
Uleeding fungous exerescences which formed on the bones (also in the second 
case), still the remnant of os calcis united firmly with the tibia and fibula. 
Lastly, ono of the cases (the third) proves thut the exarticulation at the ankle- 
jeint after my method—at. least in children and young people—may be under- 
taken even in cases of diseased ankle-joint, provided disorganisation has not 
oxtended too far over the soft parts about the articulation. In the boy in the 
second case, I found pus in the capsule during the operation, the cartilages 
softened and decayed, the ends of the bones also softened and in a state of fatty 
degeneration, yet the result of the operation was most successful.” 

Hero I must stop. I can tell you nothing of the results of the operation in 
this country, bnt I can repeat that in some of the cases where it is said to have 
been performed, it most certainly was not done in the manner and with the pre- 
cautions I have brought before you. Whether it has succeeded or not I cannot 
say, but I do say that in some cases it has not been fairly tested, and I think it 
is worthy of a full and fair trial. This is the reason why I have qnoted so fally 
the precise words of the eminent surgeon whose name it bears.—Jfed. Times 
and Gazette, March 20, 1858, p. 288, 














52.—REMARKS ON THE EXPERIENCE OF THE SURGEONS OF THE 
“DREADNOUGHT” AS TO PIROGOFF'S OPERATION AT THE 
ANKLE-JOINT, 
By J. Corr, Esq. Assistant-Surgeon to the “Dreadnonght"” 
[This operation, so far as tried, has here met with encouraging success. It has 
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180 SURGERY. a 
In old standing cases, which I have examined in the dissecting-rooms, I have 
found the muscles on the convexity elongated, attenuated, and wasted ; those on 
the concavity wasted also, but tense from secondary or adaptice contractions. 
But cut then through in every wv and the skoliusis, or lateral curvature, 
remains unaltered. No wonder that surgeons, who have been tanght to believe 
in the “cure of a crooked back by the healthy exercise of its muscles,” should 
be doomed to disappointment: that the practice of putting weights on the head 
of one, whose spine is already too weak to support the natural burden, should 
aggravate instead of alleviate the evil. “When I first became engaged,” 
observed Sir Benjamin Brodie, in a lecture delivered at St. George's Hospital, 
1846, “in a considerable private practice, and cases of curvature of the spine 
were presented to my obs ‘ion, I was in doubt as to their nature and treat- 
ment; in this respect my education had Leen imperfect, and I had learned no- 
thing of them from my teachers.” 

What is it, then, which holds the spinal column thus curved if the Lones are 
primarily unaltered in shape, and tho muscles are not concerned in the defor- 
ity? Unquestionably the spine yields to the superincumbent weight through 
weakness of the ligaments; these structures yield and contract, as we know 
ligamentous structures can contract, along the concavity. It isnot one but every 
ligament which contributes to this end; those between the transverse processes; 
the fibrous capsules of the articulating processes; the corresponding part of the 
antcrior and posterior common ligaments ; moreover, there exists a genera! adap- 
tation of surrounding parts. The piclding of these ligaments, casy and com- 
paratively painless in a growing girl, is attended with extreme suffering in the 
adult, as was shown in the case of the late Gideon Mantell, the post-mortem 
examination of whose body has been most accurately given in the thirty-seventh 
yolume of tho ‘ Transactions of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society,” by 
my colloague, Mr. Adams, 

To effect a cure, the spine must be slowly pressed into its proper shape, and 
there held by means of instruments until the same adaptive process of contrac- 
tion, which ensued in the deformity, re-establishes the figure. 

Theso remarks naturally point to some important conclusions in the matter of 
treatment. 

First, any system based upon the development of muscular agencies is fanda- 
mentally wrong. When the spine is straight, and not before, can good result 
from the action of the extensor muscles. 

Secondly, although it be true that in somo early cases the deformity is very 
greatly lessened by the patient assuming the recumbent posture, yet experience 
teaches us, that want of exercise is followed by loss of tone, and impairment of 
general health, under which circumstances the spine is little calculated to retain 
its normal form when the patient resumes the upright posture. 

Thirdly, mechanical support must be constant and sufficiently firm to act upon 
the vertebral column; hence instruments must be strongly made. Mr. Tamplin 
has shown that those of slighter make bend back on themselves, instead of acting 
upon the curvature; they yield to the vertebral column instead of commanding 
it. The nature and peculiar construction of the instruinents now in use can be 
best illustrated by particular cases. 

If the treatment of lateral curvature be involved, according to some authors, 
in mystery, the fault lies with those who set aside in this special subject the 
general principles of surgery. ‘‘ Tho disease,” says a modern author, “ consists 
simply in a relaxation of the muscles and ligaments of the spine, in consequence 
of which tho vertebral coluinn being no longer able to support the weight of the 
head, neck, and shoalders, becomes curved to one side.” The condition of the 
vertebral column is, therefore, analogous to that of the bones of the leg in kuock- 
: nee (genu valgum). 

Suppose a surgeon were consulted by a young person suffering from knock-knee 
and flat-foot, would he recommend his patient to strap a knapsack on his back 
and take a walking tour through a hilly country? Assuredly not; he would 
advise rest; he would apply splints outside the leg, and supports to restore the 
Jost. arch of the foot. 

But let the patient be a young girl with a curvature of the spine, and in a 
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The objections made in a furmer paper (p. 35 of the present volume) to unneces- 
sary tenotomy in slight congenital deformities apply to unnecessary division of ten- 
dons in contractures arising from paralysis, spasino-paralysis, and spasm. It may 
here be observed of such cases, that when the operation has been prematarely and 
unnecessarily performed the zropter hoc has been mistaken for the post hoc. It has 
often happened that while the patient has been under treatment by tenotomy and sub- 
sequent incchanical treatment, during a period of ten or twelve weeks or months, 
that the paralysis of the non-divided muscles has partially or wholly disappeared, 
justifying the opinion, that the same period occupied by proper treatment, without 
preliminary tenotomny, would have equally witnessed cessation of paralysis and 
consequent cessation of contracture and deformity, by restoration of antagonistic 
and associated action of the respective muscles of the part. That this result 
would have ensued is not merely an opinion, but matter of observation in simi- 
lar cases treated without tenotom 

Until the age of t 


























x accurding to constitution and growth, the 
mnajority of | he subdued by mechani- 
«al and physiological means; and as after preliminary tenotomy the same 
mechanical and physiological treatment is for an equally protracted period desirable 
—i.e., until recovery from the paralysis or spasm takes place—unnecessary tenotomy 
has not really the merit of saving time, for although at first a rapid alteration 
of the form cr mobility of the affvcted articulation is produced, which operates 
favourably upon the minds of the bystanders, it is often a delusive benefit, often act- 
ing injurionsly by detracting attention from the remaining modes of treatment. 

Division of tendons in paralytic and spasmo-paralytic contractures is indis- 
pensable when the contracted muscles have undergone structural shortening, a 
state in which, besides constant contraction of collective muscular fibres, whether 
resulting from loss of antagonists or spasm, the individual muscular fibres, after 
the lapse of several years, probably not less than six or seven, more rapidly 
during childhood than after puberty, bave undergone an interstitial change, the 
nature of which is imperfectly known, apparently consisting of adhesion amongst 
themselves, degeneration, atrophy, adipose transformations, which renders the 
aggregate muscle incapable of elongation by ordinary moderate mechanical exten- 
sion, This state of structural shortening of muscle may be known by long 
duration of the contraction, by the sensation of rigid, inelastic, cord-like resist- 
ance offered to the hand of tho examiner, and by the shranken, wasted con- 
dition of the muscle, volition not necessarily being entirely absent in it. 

Those who are familiur with the physical condition of the parts concerned 
in deformities, have no difficulty in recognising when structural shortening of 
muscles does or does not exist. I would suggest to those who are not adepts, 
that if after employing as texts the signs of structural shortening which I have 
enumerated, they will remain in doubt whether this condition is present; they 
may, in those cases in which no objection to anmsthetic agents exists, subject 
the patient to the influence of ether or chloroform inhalation. During insensi- 
bility n contracted joint becomes readily flexible, so long as structural shorten- 
ing does not exist. If the muscular fibres have undergone interstitial degenera- 
tion and shortening, the joint will not be bent or extended, as the case may be, 
without violence and laceration of fibres. 

The advantage of division of tendons in such cases—structural shortening of 
muscles and consequent limitation of movement and function of articulations and 
deformity—cannot be exaggerated. These are the cases in which the greatest 
permanent benefit accrues to the patient and to the reputation of the surgeon. 
The previously contrated, structurally shortened muscles, evince comparatively 
little tendency to re-contraction after operation, 

On the contrary, especially during childhood, when the contracted articulation 
can be moved through a considerable portion of the natural range of movement, 
when the resistance is elastic instead of being rigid and unyielding, when in the 
foot, for. example, the patient, by throwing the weight of the trunk upon the 
member, as in the act of lounging in fencing, can bring the knee over the point 
of the foot (toes), when the atrophy of the member does not amount to, or 
approach to, a loss of one-sixth (it is often as great as one-fourth) in its circum- 
ference, tenotomy is not required. 
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April 8rd. The oleer cansed by the paste is filled with pale but healthy granu- 
lations, and there is no inordinate vascularity except at two points, of the size of 
pea, from which there is an occasional oozing of bloody serum, The venous 
lividity and congestion of the surrounding skin is quite gone. The child's health 
remains good, and she is not at all irritable. 

April 16th. The ulcer on the chest is quite healed; the cicatrix is dense and 
almost white, though when the child cries it becomes slightly turgid and red. 

May 23rd. The cicatrix on the chest is smaller, paler, and more firm than the 
one on the neck; both, however, appear quite free from all trace of nrovoid con- 
dition, and they ara but very little congested when the child cries or makes any 
active exertion. She looks as well as she did before the treatment was com- 
menced, and, in fact, can scarcely be said to have lost flesh or to have suffered 
any impairment of health during the whole of the period. 

[In the second case inentioned the nevus was as large as a hen’s egg, and 
situated on the right side of tho forehead. The patient was a pale but healthy 
girl of twelve years old. The surface of the tumour having been denuded of 
epidermis by a blister, the chloride of zino paste (one part to threo of flour) was 
applied to the depth of a quarter of an inch, the circumjucent parts being pro- 
tected from its action by a strong solution of gutta percha in chloroform. In 
thirteen hours the paste was removed ; the surface of the nevus was then white 
and dry. It caused great pain for the first few hours, but this gradually abated. 
In two days a slough came away. In cightcen days it is reported that all trace 
of the nevoid structure seems removed, and a healthy granulating surface exists, 
In another week the ulcer was almost cicatrized, a very slight scar remaining.}— 
Midland Medical Journal, Vol. I., p. 240. 





62.— More than a Hundred Novi on the same Infant.—Neovi, as is well known, 
not untrequently occur two, three, or more on the same subject. A case, how- 
ever, in which their number has exceeded what we have either ever witnessed 
or noticed on record has been under observation amongst Mr. Ifutchinson’s out- 
patients, at tho Metropolitan Free Iospital, for some months past. When first 
brought, the infant, a healthy boy, was three weeks old. Ilis scalp, face, 
-shoulders, body, and upper parts of the anus, were literally covered by a scat- 
tered crop of bright cutaneous nrevi. These varied in size from a fourpenny- 
piece to a split pea, or even sinaller, but the smallest, from the peculiarly bright 
and florid hue, were very conspicuous. Some of the largest were on the face 
and scalp. All of them were well circumscribed, and quite distinct from each 
other, and all appeared to be limited to the most superficial layers of the skin. 
The infunt’s appearance was very remarkable. Its mother stated that a few of 
the marks had. been noticed on the day of birth, but that these had increased 
in size, and that many others had since come out. During the first week or two 
of her attendance at the hospital, the efflorescence continued, and on a third 
visit, an attempt being made to count them, they wero found tu number upwards 
of a handred and fifty. The largest were now about the size of sixpences. 
The treatment pursued consisted in applying a little of the compound iodine oint- 
ment once or twice a-day to the spots separately, and in the course of a few 
weeks this appeared to be exerting a very perceptible influence. It was steadily 
continued, and now, after the lapse of six months, not more than a dozen remain, 
and those mostly on the scalp. It is intended to apply the nitric acid to these 
remaining ones, should they not diminish. The infant has retained excellent 
health, and the ointment (which is a favourite with Mr. Hutchinson for this pur- 
pose) has never caused any material irritation to the skin—Lancet, Jan. 16, 
1858, p. 63. 





ORGANS OF RESPIRATION. 


63.—ON A NEW TROCAR FOR PARACENTESIS THORACIS. 
By Onantes Rourar Toourson, Esq., Westerham. 


Althanah thara avieta annaidarahla diffaranaa af anininn aa ta tha amannt and 


SURGERY. 189 


nature of the risk ineurred by the admission of air into the pleural cavity in per- 
forming paracentesis, there can be no question that it is desirable to avoid such 
an accident, as being never beneficial and often productive of bad resulta. 

With this view several instruments have been from timo to time invented ; but 
there has been a want of simplicity, or a doubtful efficiency in them; so that 
many surgeons still use the ordinary trocar, trusting to such a clumsy expedient 
as putting a finger over the orifice, during inspirations, to keep ont the air, or 
leaving it to enter freely at the latter part of the operation. 

The instrument which I have now to describe, will, I believe, fulfil the required 
conditions. 


Fie. 1. 





It consists of a cylindrical silver canula, about four inches long, and of the 
diameter generally used for this operation ; into which opens, at near its middle, 
a short silver conducting tube of the same calibre, to which » pieco of india-rub- 
ber tubing, about a foot long, is attached by a screw. In this canula plays a solid 
steel piston, with a trocar point; its body being of such length that when fully 
pushed forward (as in Fig. 1) its point protrudes sufficiently from the canula, and 
its other extremity seals the entrance of the conducting tube; and when fally 
withdrawn (as in Fig. 2) it retires so far as to open the conducting tube, This 
piston inust fit the canula so perfectly as to be air-tight when greased. The little 
cap of the canula unscrews, to adinit of the removal of the piston for greasing or 
cleaning. The outer half of the canula is mounted in a solid wooden handle, to 
give a firm grasp of the instrument. 

The mode of using it is as follows: . 

Having well greased the piston, draw it back (as in Fig. 2) and, placing the 
end of tho elastic tube into a basin of water, withdraw the air from it by suction 
at the end of the canula, and when the water reaches the lips push forward the 
piston, The elastic tube is now filled with water, which cannot escape, and the 
instrument is ready tor use. When it is plunged into the chest, pull back the 
piston so as to open the conducting tube; when the fluid follows, and directly it 
meets the water in the tube, a syphon is formed. The end of the tube should be 
kept under fluid during the operation. If it is required to stop the flow, either 
during a fit of coughing or to change the receiving vessel, it can be done instan- 
taneously by just advancing the piston sufficiently to cover the conducting tube. 


Fig. 2. 








The following appear to me to be advantages gained by this instrament: 

1. That no atmospheric air can gain admission during the operation; and by 
making a valvular opening, and careful pressure as the trocar is withdrawn, no 
air ought to be admitted after its withdrawal. 

2. Tho syphon action would, I imagine, assist in keeping up a continuous flow 
of finid, so long as the wall of the chest contracts, or the compressed lung re- 
expands, 

3 The power of stopping and re-admitting the fluid at any moment through 
the conducting tube, by a simple movement of the piston. 

4. That if the tube should get blocked by lymph, or anything ehould arise 
during the operation to make such a course desirable, the instrament may be 
converted into a common open canula, by unscrewing the cap and removing tho 

ston. 
ie This instrument may be conveniently applied to other purposes for which the 
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common trocar is now used, as in tapping hydrocele, hydrocephalus, large chronic 
abscesses, &o. For paracentesis abdominis tf is made of larger size, with an elas- 
tic tube three feet long. Ilere it presents great advantage over the ordinary trocar, 
by conveying away the fluid into the receiving vessel without any sp! ne unseen. 
and unheard by the patient; and by giving the power of so easily checking the 
flow by the piston, when required either on account of faintness or for the pur- 
pose of changing the vessel. 

The instrument has been accurately made for me by Mr. Fergusson, of Giltspur- 
street, and it is very portable, and not expensive. 

T have not yet had an opportunity of testing its efficacy on a living thorax, and 
should be much obliged to any surgeon who will try it, and let me know how it 
works.—Hed. Times and Gazette, March 27, 1858, p. 329. 


ALIMENTARY CANAL. 


64.—NEW OPERATION FOR HARE-LIP. 
By Dr. Attn Dune, Surgeon to tho Chichester Infirmary. 


Having for a long time considered the blemishes arising from the use of pins, 
however early they may be removed, as most objectionable in operations for hare- 
lip, as well as for those for cancer and other operations on the face, I would, as a 
substitute, strongly advocate the use of internal eutures, and the following mode 
of operating for hare-lip:— 

The edges pared, not in the usual way, but by an oblique incision from 
backwards slightly concave, and the reflecting bands of mucnous membrane, freely 
divided, are to be brought neatly together by two or more sutures, each armed by 
two curved needles, which are to be introduced immediately under the skin, car- 
ried completely through the remaining thickness of the lip, and firmly tied 
internally. 

To facilitate the removal of the two upper ones, the ends of the sutures should 
be brought out at the angle of the mouth, and secured externally by adhesive 
plaster, strips of which are to be applied the more firmly to bring and retain in 
contact the skin. The sutures may be safely removed in the course of a few days, 
Should there be a fissure of the jaw, and any portion unnaturally project, it should 
not, as is usually recommended, be entirely cut off, but partially severed, the edges 
pared on both sides and neatly adjusted by sutures, in order to fill up the vacancy 
and preserve the natural rotundity of the fore part of the jaw previously to 
operating on the soft parts.—Lancet, March 20, 1868, p. 287. 





65.—ON SUDDEN ACCUMULATIONS OF FLUID IN THE SUBMAXIL- 
LARY DUCT. 
By Jas. Waxrs, Esq., Surgeon to the Northern Hospital, Liverpool. 

[Diseases of the salivary glands are little noticed by medical writers, but, in fact, 
with the exception of that form of inflammation of the parotids called mumps, 
and after the administration of mercury, we seldom seo them affected. Suppuration 
is very rare, as are also tumours, which, moreover, gencrally affect these 
only secondarily. Cretaceous deposits and obstructions of their ducts, from these 
or inspissated secretions, are sometimes found. Ranula is now supposed to be an 
encysted tumour, having no relation to the submaxillary gland, other than that of 
propinquity. A second form of this may occur in the inylo-hyoid space, not pro- 
Jecting so much into the mouth as externally.) 

These are the only fluid tamours occurring in the mouth in connection with the 
salivary spparatus, of which I find any mention in the works of surgical writers. 
There is, however, another, remarkable in the mode of its occurrence, with which 
it is important that every surgeon should be acquainted, namely, a collection of 
fluid suddenly developed by an obstruction of the salivary duct. I have not been 
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A prostitate called on a surgeon then living in Liverpool, about ten o’olock in 
the morning, for his advice. She stated that while sho was taking her breakfast, 
she began to feel uneasiness in her mouth, to which was very soon added swelling 
under the tongue and onder tho jaw. As she continued eating, the swelling 
increased; and her sufferings becamie very severe. When she reached his house, 
there was a considerable swelling both in the mouth and under the jaw; she com- 
plained of intense pain about the jaws and neck, a sense of suffocation and diff- 
culty of swallowing, and her speech was materially affected. Ile looked into her 
mouth, and seeing there was some slight ulceration of the tonsils, was seized with 
the impression that the internal carotid artery had l:ecome perforated by an 
extension of tho ulceration, and that the blood, though prevented by coagula or 
some other cause, from escaping into the mouth, was being pumped into the cellnlar 
tissue of the neck, which accounted to him for the progressive increase in the size 
of the swelling as he watched her. 

Overcome with this idea, his consternation was extreme, and his looks and 
manner communicated his alarm to the patient. No wonder, therefore, that the 
summons to his assistance was urgent, and would brook no delay. I took with 
me the needfal instruments for ligaturing a vessel, though pretty confident that I 
was yoing to soe n case like those I have already related. On reaching the snr- 
geon’s house, I was hurried down to his scullery, and there, tv all appearance, he 
was endeavouring to destroy a young woman, partly by throttling, and partly by 
drowning; they wero both standing near the sink, her head being bent down 
beneath a tap of culd water, the fall stream from which was pouring over her 
baro neck and shoulders, and saturating the upper part of her dress, while he 
seemed to be strangling her with his fingers, though he informed me he was re- 
straining the hemorrhage by compressing the carotid arteries. It was not without 
misgivings that he permitted me to release the poor wretch from the water-tap 
and his fingers, and when, having looked into her mouth, I recommended an 
incision to be made in the swelling, I believe he thought I was soliciting him to 
commit murder. However, his agitation after a time subsided; he was able to 
take a calm view of the case, and saw the correctness of my diagnosis, and 
opened the swelling freely in the mouth, from which there escaped at once several 
ounces of viscid saliva, which of course quite relieved all her distress, and removed 
all the swelling. We looked at the orifice of the submaxillary gland, but could 
not tind the cause of the obstruction there. I had no probe small enough to pass 
along the duct.—Liverpool Med. Chir. Journal, Jan. 1858, p. 29. 


66.—Soft Sulphur jor Stopping Teeth—M. II. Teneror has successfully 
employed soft sulphur as a substitute for the numerons cements used for decayed 
teeth. This substance, which acquires in a little time after its introduction ihto 
tho cavity, s considerable degree of hardness, is insoluble in all bodies in the cold. 
It is not attacked by any of the alimentary substances or dentifrices, and is easily 
applied, All that is necessary is, to put some fragments of sulphur—or better, 
some washed flowers of sulphur in a glass tube sealed at ono end, heat it over 
a spirit Jainp, and pour into cold water. The sulphur should be heated to a tem- 
perature above 890° F., when we obtain, on pouring into cold water, a spon; 
mass, brown, soft, and elastic, which is called soft sulphur, It is known that the 
melted sulphur, if the temperature be sufficiently high, becomes thick and viscous, 
which is then again rendered fluid. The preparation thas obtained is introduced 
in the form of little balls, which are pressed into the decayed tooth. The soft 
sulphur may be propared in two minutes.—Journ. des Connais. Méd., and Phar- 
maceutical Journal.—Dublin Lospital Gazette, Jan, 1, 1858, p. 15. 


67.—ON THE RADICAL CURE OF REDUCIBLE INGUINAL HERNIA. 
hy 7. Srmxorn Waits, Esq, eal? ron Surgery at fie rearanee Placo School of Medicine, 
(Mr. Spencer Wells was the first surgeon who performed Wuatzer’s operation in 
Great Britain, It has in his hands been almost uniformly successful. Some 
of his cases have now passed ten, nine, seven, and three years, without any sign 
of return, He says on this subject :] 
I think 1 may say, that the experience of British surgeons, so far as it has gore, 
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enlarged, and extends some way into the bladder, the point of the instrument can- 
not be turned downwards in such a way as to reach the stone. The plan from 
which I have derived most benefit in such cases, is that of raising the pelvis of the 
patient in sucha way that the calculus shall be displaced towards the posterior 
wall of the bladder. Especial care must be taken that the pelvis itself is raised, 
and not merely the lower extremities. By adopting this plan, I have, on several 
occasions, immediately caught the calculi, which lay concealed behind the prostate 
as long as the patient retained the ordinary position. Every lithotrity couch 
should be provided with some mechanical contrivance for executing this proceeding 
quickly. The sufferings occasioned by the attempt to seize a stone behind an 
enlarged prostate, in the ordinary way, and after strong elevation of the handle, 
are often of the most distressing kind, and cannot certainly contribute to the well- 
doing of the patient. On the other hand, the ease with which the reversed beak 
falls on the stone is remarkable; but the manipulation requires a cautious and 
practised hand.—Lancet, Jan. 80, 1858, p. 110. 


74.—ON THE PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF ENLARGED 
PROSTATE. 


By Haxnr Taompson, Esq., London. 


[The influence of iodine and bromine over certain enlargements of the uterus is 
undoubted, and as there seems to be a certain analogy between uterine and pros- 
tatic enlargements, we may hope that these agents will prove to have some remedial 
powers over the latter disease also.] 

The following observations are so good, that we extract them :— 

“T am of opinion, then, that it is certainly worth while to attempt the reduction 
of enlarged prostate, especially if it be an example which is ascertained to consti- 
tate a pretty uniform tumour in the rectum. If the fationt enjoys a fair 
share of health, there is nothing to contra-indicate it; the treatment may be 
pursued without exhausting the constitution, or deranging the digestive functions, 

“The plan which I have pursued in a few cases is the following :— 

“Tepid hip-baths, daily, of water to which the bittern or mother-lye of the 
Kreuznach springs has been added, in varied proportions, beginning with half a 
pint, or pound, according to the form in which it is obtained (see note below *), 


* “'The principal spring at Krenznach employed for medical purposes is the Elizabeth-Quelle. Its 
temperature is 544° Haire and it contains abou 90 grains of solids in the 16 ounces with abont 8 euble 
inches of carbonle acid sas, 

“The following is one of the most recent analyses, by Bauer: — 








Chloride of sodium. 7293 
“ potassium 0st 
“ magnesium : 095 
“ calcium . 1298 
Carbonate of magnesia. <3 3 187 
“ Wi, van, sas, ose y (oe noon oer 
“ feo0 cree ioéi- <tet eer aoe ieengees 020) 
Bromide of sodium’ hott 080 
some earthy 


Minute quantities of lodine, manganese, and 
bases with chlorine weve we wee LMT 


9098 gre, in 16 ozs. 
In this form It is administered internally in small quantities, 

“But for topical applications, the water of this spring is strengthened in saline constituents by the 
dalton of the inother-lye after the ellmination of the chloride of sodium at the Balt Works, which 
exist on a very large scalo close by tho town, at other salino spring ‘This mother-lya of which the 
specific gravity is between 1:3 and 1-4, contains no less than between 2000 and 8000 grains of solids 
in 16 ounces, A late analyats gave the following result:— 


“In 16 ounces of the mother-lye there were 248416 grains of salts, constituting about a third part of 


the mixture. 

Chloride of calctum ie ey ise ae TOT 

“ sodium ir PS 99687 

- potassiam .. 16881 

bas magnesium 23081 

“ alaminiam 156 

* lithium 1 

Bromide of sodium bo14 

Iodide of sodium 005, 





eA grains, 
“This fluld being evaporated, the saline matters have for some time past been imported to this country 
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operation from practical observations of the disease ho ever 


a or Geddings’ operation.) 
I wish to observe that Dr. Savage's illustration of my operation does not give 
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iy omnviated, with a quick, irritable pulse. and 
por being wsked wl ther [ reeomtnended iodine, 
seas] to permit the hope of 
but that [did not look open the draection's of 
aw the danger, Having submitted folly ged 
ded fromm every kind of interference, includi 
che pationt snd nds themoelves to decide, In wanes 
ted to try: th Wg day rereorey 
- ai Ws of the strong tincture of the Edinb. Pharin., 
at, The patient was lexs affected than usual by 
ination. Although iodine could be detected in 
wh, it eould not in any appreciable degree either in the 
free wlininistration of stimulants the patient was con- 
and in tense much better in gencral health, as to be drawn 
half an honor. Although there fs no doubt there will be 
Un ttuid, atill it is evident to all that the health has been improved 
y the iodine injection. This case appears to me to be instruc- 
in additional case in my own hands where the ope- 
. (have not yet bad one fatal case.) It therefore contro- 
ation of the plan. The improvement of her general 
The absence of elimination through the kidneys 
nv new tome, Many cases which I have alrealy recorded, one of which 
avenge tated on nearly three years since, have continued well and free from dis- 
ut fer that the operation is worthy the most serious considera- 
the Profession, and would make the following practical dedactions from 
Int. That the operation, if carefully performed, is not eo danger- 
supposed, 2nd, That it has in many casex, both in France and in 
thie auuntry, proved eminently successful. 3rd. That in the severe forms of 
Inr ovariun dropsy, one or more of the cysts may be destroyed by the 
ad #0 retard the progress of disease. 4th. That where it does not cure, 
it very tnch improves the general Lhealth.—Afed. Times and Gaestte. Dec. 5, 
unt, p. GST. 















































CONDARY AFFECTIONS OF THE JOINTS IN PUERPERAL 
WOMEN. 
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Puerperal women are occasionally attacked by a severe form of disease attended 
by low fever, with offusion of pus into the joints, and almost ulways terminating 
in death. Various opinions are entertained respecting tho nature and causes of 
this disease. My object in the following remarks is to show that it is connected 
with pyrmnia. 

The local uffection occurs under two circumstances ; viz. after delivery, at the 
full period of gestation : or after abortion in the earlier months. It is important 
to include the latter kind of cases, which have not been sufficiently noticed, as 
they throw great light on the true nature of the disease, and dispose of the theory 
which would attribute the secondary affections to child-Led fever. The articular 
disease, as I shall presently show, is merely ono of tho effects of pyamia ; but it 
reccives ecrtain modifications from the puerperal condition with which it is asso- 
ciated, Even in puerperal women these secondary joint affections may occur 
under several states which may be distinguished from each other. They are most 
commonly developed during the course of puerperal fever, from the third to the 
xixth day of the complaint. In other cases, they occur after convalescence from 
an attack of puerperal fever. Lastly, in some other cases they set in after parta- 

rition without the patient having presented any symptoms of puerpal fever. 
“Ithough the articular affvotiuns are essentially the same under these different 

istances, it is useful to distinguish these circuinstances, as they modify the 

1 conditions which precede or accompany the local disease. Thus, when 
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acoumalatiog of urine withdrawn, with immediate and decided relief to all the 
symptome. It was then ascertained, that she had not passed water since her con- 
fincment, nor for many hours before it ; she recovered perfectly. 

The next case occurred to me under circumstances which invested it with a 
very unusual interest, and caused it to make a great impression on me. I hap- 

ned to be staying tor a few days in a very fashionable watering-place in Eng- 

nd, where there resided a family uf great wealth and consideration in society ; 
the eldest son of which had married a lady of large fortune and bigh connection. 
This lady had recently been confined of her firet child, and, as may be readily 
supposed, the attendance upon her had been a matter of warm ambition among 
the local practitioners ; and the gentleman who carried off the prize was, I fancy, 
more envied than congratulated by his coufreres, 

I met this gentleman accidentally in society, and the following morning he 
called on me in a state of painful agitation and distress; “I am,” he said, “in » 
terrible dilemma, and fear Iam a ruined man.” He then proceeded to tell me 
that he had attended Mrs. three days before; that she had rather a severe 
labour ; and that at the end of thirty hours, finding the Jabour not likely to termi- 
nate by the natural efforts, the head having remained stationary for several hours 
low down in the pelvis, and pressed strongly against its flour, he had delivered 
her with the forceps, without, as he assured me, any difficulty whatever. All 
then seemed well; but next day the lady was uncomfortable, restless, feverish, and 
rather larger than she ought to be, and this state went on increasing until the 
third or fourth day, when to his horror, the urine began to trickle away inces- 
santly, and a slough, about the size of a sixpence, was diecharged from the vagina, 
He at once, naturally cnough, concluded that a vesical fistula was established ; 
and J, taking his account as my guide, thought there was but little doubt that his 
worst apprehensions would be realised. 

At his urgent request, I accompanied him to visit the lady, whom I found with 
a hot skin, much headache, a very quick pulse, a very distended abdomen, which 
‘was morcover so tender that she could hardly bear it to be touched; but I dis- 
tinctly ascertained the presence of fluid. On examining per vaginam, I could not 
detect by the finger any breach of surface along the anterior wull, or back of the 
bladder, and I suggested to Mr. —— that it would be well to pass a catheter into 
the bladder, which, at his request, I did, and gave exit to a quantity of urine sufti- 
cient nearly to fill ‘an ordinary wash-land basin. Subsidence of the abdominal 
swelling immediately took place, the lady felt inexpressible relief, aud from this 
day went on well, 

The truth was, the bladder had been forgotten by all the parties concerned ; and 
tho patient had never passed water since her confinement, nor felt a desire to do 
60; until at Jast the bladder become so distended, that the resistance at its neck 
‘was overcome, and the urine leaked out at the front as fust as it was pumped io 
from the ureters at the back; and it so happened that, just as this began, a 
slough had separated from the mucous membrane of the posterior wall of the 
vagina, which had been strongly pressed on by the head for several hours. 

4th. Another state, not exactly ranging under any of the former kinds, seems to 
be of a purely nervous or bystetieal character, and mixed up with a certain 
amount of mautaise hunte. Tho patient has a decided desire to pass water, and 
suffers distress from its retention ; but has at the same time, the greatest reluctance 
1o make the necessary effort, and positively refuses to try, if any one, even the 
nurae-tender, is present, declaring that it would be impossible for her to succeed. 

Under these circumstances, suitable arrangements should be made by the nurse, - 
and the patient thon left by herself, for a time, during which she may succeed in 
accomplishing the desired object; if she does not, some anti-nervous medicine 
should be given, with strong assurance of its potency in removing such difficulties ; 
let her try again during our absence, and if she has not succeeded when we come 
to pay our next visit, we must declare that longer delay would be unsafe, that we 
will wait a little while in the drawing-room, and if she does not then succeed, 
we must draw off the water befure we leave the house; this generally ensures 
success, 

In many of these cases they do not succeed, because they do not make the proper 
effort; and this, I believe, is oftentimes, simply because they cannot, and not 
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useless, are unable to dispose of the percolated fluid, when the whole mass of 
brain, serum, and distended membranes, becomes consequently encased by an 
extension of osmfic deposits, and the poor patient lives on, an object of lasting 
pits, net probably otteriy be!ples, having a head vastly disproportioned in size 
and weight to the power of the muscles appointed to direct its various move- 
ments, and which cannot therefore maintain (or if #0, with the greatest difficulty) 
its centre of gravity on the spinal colamn, its nataral support and falcram of 
leverage. 

Case 1.—Mra. T——'s infant, whose head had been subjected to severe 
pressure at birth, owing to the early rapture of the membranes whilst the os 
Uteri was in a rigid, undiluted state, rendered necessary by flooding from a partial 
placental presentation. This child, two days after birth, appeared to be in great 
ich was attribntel by the nurse to the Lowels not being cleaned of the 
moceoniam. A little ordinary medicine was given for this purpose, Lut without 
any relief to the child’s sufferings; for, at short intervals, its sererms ccntinued 
day and night. My attention was now attracted by a heat and redness of the 
eca'p, and apparent enlargement of the Lead. The latter in a few days 
became more obvious; the verrels of the sca!p more engorged ; the eyes fixed 
downwards, and having a tremulous motion, and the stomach £0 irritable, that 
but little food could possibly have been retained in it. Day after day the 
enlargement continued to inercase rapidly, the sutures gradually yielding to the 
hydrostatic prereure from within, eo that by the end of a fortnight, 1 conld 
place iny ring finger hetween the division of the frontal bore, along the lungi- 
todinal and alxo the Jaterul sinnses; even the nasal Lones had a space between 
them, At this time the operation of tapping was propored, but the poor 
child's powers secmed so entirely exhauSted, that the father (a retired surgeon), 
after much deliberation, preferred that his child should take its chance of living 
or dying in @ natural way, to suljecting it to an operation. In this view my 
own judgment entirely coincided. Three days later the appearance of the little 
sufferer was most revolting, the sculp distended to its utmost limits, shining, and 
livid from venous congestion; the eyes were directed downwards and inwards 
Lelow the axis of vision, and constantly oscillating; the limbs perfectly emaci- 
ated and shrunken, and the countenance wearing the expression of a seven 
months’ hydrocephulic fartus, There was atill left a slight power of euction, but 
the stomach remained equally irritable, and the child kept constantly screaming. 
Tho tension of scalp was at this time so great, that it was difficult to divest 
oncaelf of the apprehension Jest the whole mass should enddenly burst, and 
thus terminate a ecene too distressing to contemplate. 

Vartly with the view of inducing absorption of the fluid, but chiefly with the 
hope of preventing the threatened catastrophe, I constructed an elastic loop, 
or fillet, with strong india-rubber webbing, two inches wide, with which to 
encircle the head. ‘Having made the fillet purporely too «mall in the girth, T 
was enabled, by stretching it with both hands from within so to adjust it as to 
exercise a considerablo amount of well-regulated pressure round the distended 
cranium, A cold spirit lotion was also applied frequently to the heated scalp, 
and the head directed to be supported by a pillow. 

On the third day after adjusting up the elastic fillet, the nurse informed me 
that the band had ‘become loore, and which I thought might probably arise from 
tho effect of heat on the caoutchouo; but on a close exainination, it was obvious 
that tho cranial bones had approximated each other, and that there was less ten- 
sion of the scalp. I now had the fillet taken in to the extent of an inch and a 
half, strotched it, and put it on again. 

In threo days more the band was observed to be quite slack, and I had the 
gratification if finding tho different bones had almost been brought into contact ; 
that tho scalp was slightly wrinkled; the eyes again visible, and less ‘tremulous, 
and the general aspect of tho child greatly improved. Tho fillet was again taken 
up, Tre-adjusted, and allowed to remain on another fortnight; by which time the 
bones had positively overlapped each other censiderably, forming prominent ridges 
in tho situation of the different sutures. The eyes would now follow a lighted 
candle in any direction, and had but little of the vibratory, oscillating motion 
which had been so conspicuous throughout; the stomach retained all the food, 
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tate of morphia in # few drops of acetic acid, and add 31} of laurel water, and 
ten drops of prussic acid. Of this mixture ten drops (or in very excitable per- 
sons five) are to be mixed with an equal quantity of water, and strongly aspired 
hy the nostril corresponding to the side of the pain, keeping the other closed. 
The relief is immediate; but the existence of a coryza is a contra-indication to 
the employment of the remedy.—Bull, de Thérap.— Med. Times and Gazette, Nov. 
7, 1857, p. 482. 





160, UN COUP DE SOLEIL, ITS CAUSES AND TREATMENT. 
By Dr. @. 8. Buatson, Staff Surgeon, First Class (Half Pay). 


[Apoplexy and coup de soleil are not identical, or even including the same condi- 
tions of bony, and consequently quite different treatment is required. True, there 
are symptoms of congestion of the head, or rather stagnation of the capillary cir- 
culation ; but these are‘ the effects of nervous depression from exhaustion. Dr. 
Gordon of H. M. 10th Regt., says, that such is the rate of mortality in these affeo- 
tions, that out of 28 cases only 1 recovered. The author's experience does not 
agree with this: he mentions one particular instance—] 

Before daylight, on the 12th of April, 1852, the force destined for the capture of 
Rangoon, landed from the fleet in the river, the stockades along the banks having 
been destroyed during the naval action the previous day. The force consisted, a8 
regurded Europeans, of about 850 men of H. M. 18th R. I., 900 men of H. M. Bist 
K. O. L. I, 460 men (a wing) of H. M. 80th, and abont 500 Enropean artillery- 
men. is force remained for three days and two nights located on a dry open 
Tice flat—we had no tente—exposed to, and utterly unprotected from, the blazing 
sun by day and the heavy dews by night. As may be imagined, the result of 
considerable fatigue under such exposure was the occurrence of a number of cases 
of coup de soleil. 

My remarks will be, in a great degree, confined to the 51st regiment, of which 
I was then the surgeon, and in which, on the first day, after the men had been 
subjected to great exertions in the attack and capture of the White House picket, 
an important outpost of Rangoon, we had probably not less than from eight to ten 
cases. In nearly all there were the same symptoms—to wit, unconsciousness, 
laboured respiration, and extreme prostration. In one—that of the serjeant-major 
of the regiment—as the insensibility was accompanied by stertorous breathing, 
with great congestion and suffusion of face and eyes—the medical officer who first 
saw him took a few ounces of blood from his arm; in this case I would have done 
the same—more, however, I believe to satisfy a near relative, than from much 
hope of a beneficial result, for this was clearly a case of the more ordinary apo- 
pleotic character, in which large and rapid effusion produced an almost immedi- 
ately futal result, In the remaining cases, including two officers—one the lieute- 
nant-colonel commanding—the lancet was not used, and all recovered. The treat- 
ment was to unfasten, as quickly as possible, the man’s dress and accoutrements— 
the men had no stocks on; expose the neck and chest, get him, if ible, under 
the shade of a bush, raise his head a little, and commence the affusion of cold 
water from a bheestie’s (water-carrier) sheep-skin bag, continuing the affusion at 
intervals over head, chest, and epigastrinm, until consciousness and the power of 
swallowing returned, When this takes place the affusion may be stopped, and a 
mild stimulant mixture given occasionally in smal] dozes. 

1 will now mention two fatal cases which occurred that day, and which struck 
ane very forcibly. Both were field officers of the Madras army. 

One, a tall and very stout man, a field officer of Madras artillery, after marching 
about a mile and a quarter, took up a position with his battery, which for some 
time he directed and worked with great energy. Suddenly he was seen to stagger, 
and would have fallen had he not been caught hold of by two of his own gunners. 
He was laid down insensible, and, when seen by the surgeon, he was bled. On 

uissing shortly afterwards to see a wounded officer and some men of my own Feet 
LU was so struck by this officer's altered appearance—so altered that I 
recognised him—that I'could not help remarking to the assistant-surgeon of - 
y 


lery who was then with him, and whom I knew, that I feared the major was dying. 
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a contracted rauscle had the effect of immediately relaxing it to a certam extent, 
and rendering it amenable to the influence of voli-ion. 

After repeating these trials apon 200 cases of different kinds of nervous diseases. 
T rerorted an the rewalt of my farther experi jeation of 
the constar:t enrrent to the nerves and mu-eles in rheumatism, paraly-is. atropky. 
mraigic and spasmesiic dieeases, had in w.y hands proved of tiuebh greater ser- 
in & enrative point of view, than any other application of electricity had 
herto done. I gave my results in a rnemvir which I read before the Acalemy 
erces in Paris. in stance Sep. 22.1456; ard on the 29th of the same month 
Tiiafle some experiments before M. Rayer. who was representative of a eommis- 
sion appointed by the Academy for the purpo~e: ard on the following day re- 
peated them before a number of physicians andl naturalists. 

Frotn that date to the present, I have spent all my time in eontinuing these 
recearches, and in endeavouring to develope the methods of application of the 
conatant current. In the Society of Medical Science of Berlin, I stated (Jan. 19, 
1437) that the diseases in which the constant galvanic eurrent is of service, are— 
1. Rhentatisis, scate and chronic. 2. Cercbral hemiplegias. 3. Paraplegias. 
4. Atrophy of muscles. 5. Chorea. 6. Stammering. 7. Trembling of limbs. 
8, Cramps of writers. And I have supported my assertions by presenting cases of 
these descriptions, which were either cured or inproved by this mode of treat- 
ment. My snbseqnent publications upon the subject were directed principally to 
the treatment of atrophy and paralytic diseases, This was accounted for by the 
fact that certain physiological views, dating from the time of Volta Mariamni and 
Nobili, gave rise to the opinion that the continued action of the eurrent had only 
a relaxing or weakening effect, and could do good only in spasmovlie diseases. 
have refuted this idea by showing that the continued current applied in a certain 
manner, is of use in many cases of paralysis in which the interrupted current of 
induction is even productive of harm. 

One of the most curious results of my researches made during the last year is 
the observation, that the constant galvanic current, by dilating the blood-vessels, 
and by promoting absorption of exudations, can be used with good effect in cer- 
tain inflammations in which the other antiphlogistic and resorbent remedies are 
insnfficient. There is no doubt that the electrolytical power of the constant eur- 
rent (discovered by Nicholson and Carlisle, 1800) is a powerful means of produc- 
ing these effects, I have already seen most convincing and gratifying proofs of 
this fact, not only in rheumatic and tranmatic inflammations of joints, but also in 
the inflamsnatory states of the spinal marrow which sometimes precede atrophy of 
this organ (2). It may readily be supposed that the mode of applyinz the current 
must be very different in order to prodnee the various actions I have hitherto dis- 
tingnished—viz. let. The catalytical (i. ¢. electrolytic and antiphlogistic); 2nd. 
The antiparalytic ;, 3rd. The antispasmodic. But for information on this sub- 
ject, I ain obliged for the present to refer to my various publications. 

In Germany my experiments have not yet been repeated ; but in France, after 
my visit in September, 1856, some physicians made some trials upon the subject, 
and, a8 I am now informed, thee were not unattended with suceess. In England 
T do not know if anything has been done in this way, but it is the object of this 
sbort paper to direet the attention of iy English colleagues to this discovery (a3 
I dare to name the methodic application of continued galvanie currents to diseased 
conditions), and I would feel satisfied if I thought that the methods described by 
me in » work I ain about to publish, would in any way assist them to the success- 
ful practice of their art. 

Finally, I think it my duty to state distinctly, that all my experiments upon 700 

atients have been made only with the constant galvanic current (of Daniell, 

rove, and Bunsen), and that there fs reason to doubt if these results could have 
been obtained by the use of other elements less constant.—AMed. Times and 
Gazette, May 8, p. 479. 
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197.—ON THE USE OF ROTTLERA TINOTORIA IN THNIA AND 
OTHER INTESTINAL WORMS. 


‘By Dr. J. 8. Rauaxrer, Physician ta the Metropolitan Free Hospital 
(Kamala, or Kameela, is a brick-red powder, resemblii " ‘in its 
¥ical properties, TE Se Kenahed kom ton anetien oF Lancto eae of the EB. 
Ti Sale Sa, By the microscope, it 18 seen to consist of small 
glandular stellate hairs and remains of stalks, leaves, &c. It yields an admirable 
and effective tincture. (Compare with an Dr. ler, Foot, 


vol, xxxv.)] 
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203—ON THE TREATMENT OF ACUTE GLAUCOMA, — 
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By J, Cerrcmers, Esq, 
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si¢ MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECTS. 


Temedies. Mercury, and the iodides, of course, constitute the beses of the formals 
for these affections. For the earliest forms of eruption, the scaly and papalar, for 
instance, calomel and opiam in pill are often ordered, but more frequently the 
dichloride in solution. The following is the prescription for the Mistura Hydrar- 

i Bichloridi of the Pharmacopwia:—B. Of the bichloride of mercury two 
Fechms, of strong hydrochloric scid one drachm, of spirits of camphor two 
drachms, of burnt sugar half a drachm, of water a gallon. The dose is from a 
drachm to two drachms, each drachm containing a twelfth of s grain of the 
bichloride. An extemporaneons biniodide of mercury is also much used, the 
formal for the mixture being as follows:—B. Of the bichloride of mereary two 
drachms, of the iodide of potassium six ounces, of the tinctare of cardamoms two 
ounces, and of water a gallon. Of this, the dose, a drachm, contains a tenth of 
a grain of the bichloride, and two grains of the iodide. Simultaneously with the 
use of either of these mixtures, Mr. Startin almost always orders the “ Red Oint- 
ment” to be rubbed into the patches of eruption, or applied to any ulcers which 
may exist. The formula for this “ Unguentum Rubrum,” the prime favourite of 
the Institution is,—of the bisulphuret of mercary half an ounce, of the nitric 
oxide of mercury half an ounce, of creosote twenty minims, and of fresh lard six- 
teen ounces.—Med. Times and Gasstte, May 15, 1858, p. 503. 
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a3 SYNOPSIS. 
means of a large brush, the patient should also frequently swallow about a table 
spoonful of a strong solution of suet in milk: great relief is obtained from the 


application of a strong solution of nitrate of silver to the fauces by means of a 
large brush. When the case is more advanced. an inflammatory state appears, 


runs high and extends down the larynx, the application of nitrate of silver often causes 


alarming symptoms of choking ; the best Spplication, is then.e ual perts of 
oa sod bauer potas well ed on with (Dr. E hp 68) 
Pcimosary _—The ctosh iad expeanabecl pie Gees are 


considerably alleviated, and in some instances entirely cured (when the disease is 
confined to the mucous membrane), by Dr. Horace Green's plan of injecting the 
bronchi with nitrate of silver solution. The manner of performing this operation 
and the precautions to be taken, will be found at p. 74 of this work. The instra- 
ments used are simple and inexpensive, and with proper care the operation not 
very difficult of performance. It promises to create a new era in the treatment of 

stoctiond Seen Bo tnamtallable: froma the ‘sanpoeabaity of epptying 

treatment. (Prof. J. H. Bennett, p. 74.) 





AFFECTIONS OF THE DIGESTIVE ORGANS. 


spirit lamp to over 350° Fahr., and ir it into cold water, when it will be a 
mass, brown, and elastic. A little ball of this should be pressed into 
the decayed tooth, (ML A. Henriot, p. 142.) 

Cxo.ema.—Dr. Black believes arsenic to have a specific action in patiacar Petorg 
an experience of nearly two hundred cases, in none of which has it failed to 
produce s speedy and permanent cure. Te ay in very severe cas where the 
cramps come on every few minutes, niche tp tnt Apel ek fa are all but 
sigs al mp od hen liquor arsenictlis every fifteen 

mn be given every hour. (p. 248.) 


Dvsxsrrxy.—In subecute and chronic dysentery confine the patient to bed, and 
in the recumbent position, that the bowels may be supported and kept quiet, and 
unirritated by the action of the sbdominal muscles. and farinaceous food 
are most icable, as least stimulating peristaltic action, and being most likely to 
be assimilated. In the subacute and severer dysentery of this country no remedy 
is equal to Dover's powder in ten grain doses, with an occasional doee of castor oil, 
guarded by a few drops of leudanum, for the removal of fiecal matter. If there 
be a deficiency of bile, give a little hydr. c. creta; if there be much pain or ten- 
derness apply a few leeches to the anus. In acute cases confined to the rectum, 

tholicnes administered by the mouth do litle or no good, bere give soothing 
leotnes Sith opine 


urine prey. creic form of the dae, te treatment sis inthe ans 

tration and vegetable astringents, combined with 

using aperients for the removal of fieces and foul secretions. en the aloeration 
“fined to the rectum or lower extremity of the colon, astringent injections of 
of lead, nitrate of mlver, sulphate of sinc, and galhc acid, will be most ser- 
+ But when the ulceration extends more or less throughout the entire ex- 
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will best overcome the second by reversing the beak of the instrument when in- 
troduced into the bladder, or by tilting the pelvis of the patient backwards, to 
execute which proceeding quickly, every lithotrity couch should be provided with 
some mechanical contrivance, (Mr. W: Coulson, p. 161.) 

Ixcontivexcr or Urtye.—When incontinence of urine in children results purely 
from atony, and is not the result of irritation from urinary causes, apply galvanism 
by the aid of a catheter in the bladder. It has proved satisfactory in the hands 
of Mr. Simon. (p. 165.) 

A case lately occurred to Mfr. Pollock of St. George's Hospital, strikingly illus- 
trating the efficacy of belladonna in incontinence of urine. e patient was a boy 
aged 10, all the usual remedies had failed, no stone was detected, and the urine 
was apparently healthy. He was ordered one twelfth of a grain of extract of 
belladonna three times a day, and five grains of calomel and scammony twice a 
week. The belladonna produced an immediate effect, marked improvement being 
noted even after the first dose. After rather more than a month’s attendance, he 
was discharged quite cured. (p. 272.) 

Moveaste Kipseys—A knowledge of the fact that the kidneys may, in a 
healthy person, be in abnormal position in the abdomen, and detectible by exter- 
nal manipulation, is important, lest any errors in diagnosis should be caused from 
suspecting the presence of some malignant or otherwise tumour, In 
these cases the mass is smooth, hard, and resisting, rounded in outline, can be 
moved upwards and slightly downwards. (Dr. O. J. Hare, p. 84.) 

Sovxpixe For Sroxe.—If it be a noisy struggling child, always give chloroform 
and inject the bladder ; you will thus, by a little extra trouble, be saved the annoy- 
ance of pronouncing that no stone is present (and in these circumstances a small 
and light stone might be easily overlooked,) when subsequently, perhaps, by 
another person, one is discovered and removed. (Ed. Med. Times and Gazette, 
p. 287.) 





AFFECTIONS OF THE SKIN. 


Arnrictat Crticte.—A mixture of collodion and castor oil may be used with 
great success when the skin is abraded by irritating fluids, as urine, in cases of 
Vesico-vaginal fistula, In these cases it may be spread over the excoriated skin 
of the perineum and thighs; it forms a smooth elastic coating or varnish which 
resists the action of the urine for many hours. (Dr. Savage, p. 182.) 

Boaxs axp Scatps—Having cleansed the parts, and punctured the vesications, 
paint over the entire surface an application of two of collodion and one of 
castor oil, which repeat three or four times the first day, so as to form a covering 
entirely excluding all contact of the atmosphere. When suppuration sets in apply 
a linseed poultice over the whole surface, and when the slough has separated, an 
ointment, composed of an ounce of prepared chalk, two drachms of olive oil, and 
half an ounce of spermaceti ointment, spread on lint. The above is an outline of 
oe ment at present pursued at King’s College Hospital (Mr. P. W. Swain, 

79.) 
» Caars asp Excoriatioxs.—An excellent application is a mixture of glycerine 
and tannin, equal parts by weight. The tannin readily dissolves in the glycerine. 


.) 

Eczema of the face in Children —Dr. Behrend recommends the following applica- 
tion for the crusts which frequently cover the faces of children :—Cod-liver oil, 
fiftpn, and bicarbonate of soda. two parts, (p. 182.) 

Estaroxp Brrsa—Even when burst are inflamed, and the skin over them 
red, instead of making any incision into them it is preferable merely to puncture 
them with a grooved needle. After evacuation of the contents, apply pressure by 
means of soap plaster and bandage, renewing this from time to time and repeating 

anotare of the sac also if necessary. The result is generally a safe and per- 
‘ere, (fr. W. Coulson, p. 269.) 

ep Lywrnatic Guaxns.—If you have an enlargement of cervical glands 

tof middle or older age, evidently neither infammatory nor sympa- 
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Graefe's plan of iridectomy. and is attended with none of the risks of that opera- 
tion. . R, Middlemore. p. 314.) 

Isytasocations or tHe Eve —Except in catarrhal and purulent inflammation. 
the surgeons of the Moorfields Hospital strongly disapprove of the use of topical 
stimulants. In catarrhal and purulent inflammations, nitrate of silver drops are 
used of one grain to the ounce, though in purulent inflammation, ially in 
infants, an alum lotion of eight grains to the ounce answers better. To remove 
lime fom ok eye a vinegar lotion is the most effectual; it should be very freely 
used. (p. 200.) 

Oncuims.—Apply freely every two hours the following application :—Lard, 60 
parts; aqueous extract of belladonna, 16 parts. Cover the parts with a linen com- 
press; this promptly relieves the pain and leads to a cure in a mean period of 
eight days, (M. de Larue, p. 311.) 

‘cpr, Dilatation of —The pupil should not be dilated before the performance of 
extraction, though it is desirable that it should be very fully dilated before inspec- 
tion with the ophthalm for this purpose. A solution of sulphate of atropine, 
two grains to an ounce of distilled water, answers best, though if in the course of 
iritis it is deemed desirable to employ belladonna, the extract itself, rubbed up with 
‘warm water, and used as a fomentation, is ferable to atropine. The above is 
the practice at the Royal Ophthalmic Hospital. (p. 188.) 

Srraseuce.—In performing the subconjunctival operation for the relief of this 
affection, two very important points are, to make the external incision small, and 
though vertical, completely below the lower margin of the muscle, and at the con- 
clusion of the operation to apply one or two very fine sutures to the edges of the 
wound to secure accurate adaptation. The muscle is dragged to the wound by a 

+ blunt hook, and though more or less covered by conjunctiva it can easily be divided 
by a pair of blunt-pointed scissors. (Mr. H. Walton, p. 186.) 

Srevmovs Ornraatura.—When the intolerance of light is great, the bowels 
irritable, and the child very restless, a full opiate at night, with bark in the day, is 
often very quickly effectual. Battley’s liquor cinchong is the best preparation for 
children. In cases of pustulo-strumous ophthalmia in children, chlorate of potash, 
as an alterative saline, is very useful. (p. 266.) 

Tinga Critanis.—The old incrustations about the roots of the lashes should be 
removed by means of a pair of broad blunt forceps, meeting only at their extremi- 
ties. The scab being seized close to the edge of the lid must be gently detached 
and drawn a little forwards, but not over the whole length of the lashes; these 
latter should be cut off close to their roots. Nitrate of silver should then be applied 
on the outer edge of the lids (avoiding the Meibomian orifices.) The scabs cannot 
accumulate again when the lashes are kept short; the lashes themselves are pre- 
served; and any applications are more readily made. (Mr. J. F. Streatfield, p. 
812.) 

Tinea Tarst.—To prevent adhesion of the lids in this disease, the dilute nitrate 
of mercury ointment is most frequently used at the Moorfields’ Hospital. (p. 186.) 

Vascutar Tumours within the Orbit.—In cases of vascular tumours within the 
orbit where it is necessary to produce sufficient inflammation to consolidate the 
morbid growth without injuring the eye, inject a saturated solution of tannin. (Mfr. 
BR. Taylor, ‘ British Medical Journal,’ Feb. 20, 1858, p. 154.) 


MIDWIFERY AND THE DISEASES OF WOMEN. 


Corrox-Woot Prssary.—A simple, inexpensive, and efficient form of pessary in 
cases requiring uterine support, or the employment of medicated substances in the 
vagina, is one composed of cotton wool, encased in a pyriform net. It is softer, 
less irritating, and far more cleanly than the sponge or caoutchouc pessary, an 
readily absorbs astringent or other solutions which may be prescribed. ae. Ww. 

ant, p. 239. 
"Dactinin 2 Obstetric Practice —Individual shocks applied to the uterus pro- 
‘oreciable effects upon it; and a current directed transversely through 
oduces only a partial contraction of it in the direction of the current; 
id current of electricity directed longitadinally through the uterus, 
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This drug is liable to great variation in strength. Under ordinary circumstances 
of health and vigour it may be taken in small quantities with safety, but when the 
nervous energy is diminished by fatigue or suffering, it may act with the greatest 
power. Several cases are related in which it relieved neuralgic pain very rapidly. 
(Mr, A. G. Field. Pe 300.) < 

Poisonine sy Strycanta.—A case occurred lately in Boston in which violent 
tetanic spasms produced by swallowing two grains of strychnia, were completely 
subdued in ten minutes by the administration of chloroform. The patient recovered 
rapidly. (Dr. Jewett, p. 257.) 

RESCRIPTIONS containing Henbane or Belladonna.—Never in any prescription 
combine any caustic-fixed alkali with tincture or extract of henbane, as the latter 
is thereby completely neutralized. Where it is desirable to administer an alkaline 
remedy with henbane, order either a carbonate or bicarbonate, which are quite as 
efficacious, The same precautions apply to belladonna and stramonium. (Dr. 
A. B. Garrod, p. 258. 

Sreycunta, Goes of—tIn cases of organic lesion of the nervous centres, epilepsy, 
chorea, paralysis agitans, it is useless or even injurious. It is in cases of functional 
derangement where the nervous powers are wanting in vigour, where lassitude is a 
prominent symptom, as in dyspepsia of literary men and delicate females; chlorosis 
1s perhaps the typical disease where it is of most use: if you substitute strychnia 
for quina in the usual prescription of quinine and iron in this disease, the effecta 
will be truly astonishing. There is a double citrate of iron and strychnia analogous 
to the well-known preparation of iron and quina; this is particule applicable; 
it contains one grain of strychnia in every hundred of the salt. Another con- 
venient way of giving strychnia is to dissolve a grain in two minims of sulphuric 
cid, and add this to thirty ounces of water in which one drachm of ammonio- 
citrate of iron has been dissolved; the whole may be then placed in a gazogene 
and charged with carbonic acid. Give a wineglassful of this daily, immediatel 
before lunch. A very remarkable case of the efficacy of the above is related. 
(ur. H. R. De Ricci, p. 49.) 

SurerrnospHate or Inox.—A syrup of superphosphate of iron is Particularly 
applicable to ricketty and weak children; it is very pleasant to take. It contains 
five grains of iron and five of phosphate of lime. It may be obtained of Mr. 
Greenish, New-street, Dorset-square. (Dr. Routh, p. 242.) 
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